THE UKCC's delay in finalising assessment procedures for specialist practice prompted frustration last week as Council members warned the public continued to be at risk.
Firm proposals on how the regulatory body will assess nurses' fitness for higher level practice will not emerge until the end of the year.
hi the meantime, the public, employers and the profession remain confused about what constitutes specialist practice.
TTie UKCC plans to launch a UK-wide consultation exercise this summer. Nurses will be invited to give their opinions on how higher level practice should be assessed.
Valerie Morrison, Council member, said: 'It causes me concern that I cannot see the end in sight. We need a com pletion date in relation to this work, 'fhe public are at risk because we are deliberating and trying to seek perfection. ' Professor George Castledine, chair of the UKCC steer ing group on the issue, admitted that the Council may be outpaced by specialist nurses eager to establish their own guidelines.
' "What is the difference between ordinary registered practice and specialist practice?' she asked. 'Until we can describe the difference in prac tice, the terms are not helpful. It's taking a long time,' she added.
But she also praised the UKCC for its consultation process. The Council had realised its initial policies on specialist practice had failed and was now working hard to get it right, she said. 
